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Fast Facts


Population:  2,500,000


Country: Niger and parts of Benin, Togo, Nigeria and Burkina Faso.


Religion: More than 95% Mulsim


Christians: Less than .01%


Churches: ?


Scriptures: The complete Bible is available


Christian Broadcasts: Yes





www.zermateam.org








Religion


More than 95% of the Zerma people claim to be Muslim. Although there appears to be a strict adherence to Islam on the surface, many of the Zerma also incorporate animistic customs into their daily lives from their pagan past, resulting in a type of “folk Islam”.  This is evidenced by their fear of evil spirits and such practices as consulting mediums, and wearing charms and amulets.





Who Are The Zerma People?





History





The Zerma people were once part of the powerful Songhai empire that ruled much of Mali and western Niger in the 14th and 15th centuries.  In the 16th century, the Zerma, under their leader Mali Bero traveled down the Niger river, to the southwestern part of present-day Niger where they became farmers and fishermen.  Though they have lost much of the power and prestige from earlier times, they remain a proud people.





Current Lifestyle





The majority of Zerma are subsistence farmers.  Millet, sorghum, beans, and peanuts make up the staple crops.  The farming season lasts from June to October each year.   The farming is done by hand, using long-handled implements for the planting and cultivating of crops like sorghum and millet.  It is labor intensive, and it’s not unusual to see one’s best efforts produce little or nothing because of drought or pests which destroy crops. During the “cool season” many villages, especially those located next to a good water source, will raise gardens.  Many of the men will leave their villages after harvest and look for work in such places as the port cities of the coastal countries of West Africa, returning in time for spring planting.    In general, the women are responsible for the children, cooking, cleaning, hauling water, and numerous other chores that fill a day.  The median age of the Zerma people is fifteen years—a young population.





Needs





In spite of the barriers of Islam and pride, there is an openness to the gospel among many Zerma.  Yet there are relatively few workers who will take the gospel to them.  Pray that believers would answer God’s call to share the Good News with the Zerma.  Pray that God would raise up pastoral leadership to shepherd and disciple new believers.

















