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A special meal
“So if the Son liberates you (makes you free men), then you are really and un-
questionably free.” John 8:36 (AMP)

“Mother, it’s almost four o’clock.”
My eyes popped open hearing my son’s soft voice at my bedroom 

door. Grabbing my alarm clock, I saw 3:45 a.m.—the prison banquet! 
We had promised to take our African co-workers, along with all the 
food, to the prison at 4 a.m. so they could begin cooking. The banquet 
was scheduled for 10 a.m. Within 20 minutes, we were bouncing over 
the dirt roads of Togo (TOH-go), spilling kerosene from the lamps in 
the back of my truck. After a few more trips, we had most of the food 
cooking on primitive mud stoves, preparing a meal for 450 men.

The idea had originated with my son, Peter, since I did health care 
and Bible studies at the prison, and we had been planning and looking 
forward to it for months. Peter had come from the States to speak at 
the banquet.

Later, the men stood shoulder to shoulder for Peter’s message. 
When they learned that they were getting a special meal, they cheered 
as if they were being released! We shook the hands of each of the men 
in their cells and gave them each a New Testament and T-shirt that had 
John 8:36 printed on it in French, the language of the country.

But the most exciting part of the day was seeing the hundreds of 
men who decided to give their lives to the Lord Jesus as Peter told them 
about the greatest gift of all, God’s dear Son.

—Linda, West Africa

Thank You, Lord, that You continue to open prison doors so the message of sal-
vation can be given so that prisoners can be liberated from sin and become cap-
tivated by Your grace. I pray that the new believers in Togo will be grounded in 
Your Word and become radiant messengers of the gospel to fellow inmates and 
family members. Amen.
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