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In spirit  and truth
“God is Spirit and those who worship must worship Him in spirit and truth.” 
John 4:24 (NIV)

After spending several days in my little village house with no running 
water or electricity, I headed into town. I could only spend a few days 
there, and I had a lot to get accomplished. As I reached the outskirts of 
the village, my attention turned from my list of things to do to interces-
sory prayer.

I met a procession of voodoo priestesses returning from a cere-
mony. Voodoo is a religion in southern Benin (beh-NIN) that worships  
spirits and ancestors. At first, I thought I would just step aside, but 
then I decided against this. Greetings are such a big part of the culture, 
and the women might have been offended had I not greeted them. So I 
did. Almost all of them greeted me in response, many of them shaking 
my hand.

But the thing that was so strange was that every single one of them 
greeted me in the language of her vodun (the spirit that would possess 
during the ceremony). Never had anything like this happened to me.

It could have been creepy or even a little scary; but as I walked away 
from them, I wept because they do not know the one, true God who 
is greater than all the spirits they worship. I wept because they do not 
know they are living in bondage and fear of vindictive spirits instead of 
serving God.

God set me free from the kingdom of darkness to which I, too, once 
belonged. He loves the people of Benin and longs to give them freedom 
from fear.

—Debby, West Africa

Heavenly Father, reveal truth to Benin so that voodoo can be seen for the lie 
that it is. Spiritually arm the missionaries with the armor of God so that they can 
stand against Satan and his deception. Free these priestesses from the chains of Satan. 
Amen.
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