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What can man do to me?
“We say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can 
man do to me?’ ” Hebrews 13:6 (NIV)

Although several hundred people attended the meeting about endur-
ance in persecution, some were prevented from coming by authorities. 
Three groups were detained and questioned in three separate regions 
for several days. Two of the groups were then released.

However, the third group was not freed. One of our lay leaders was 
in this group. Just before the time of the meeting, a fight arose in that 
area over an attempt to prevent some of our people from attending the 
conference, and a number of our newest Christians were involved. In 
the course of events, a chief was badly injured, and he later died during 
the time of the detainment of our friends. The young leader detained 
was not even present when the fight occurred. He called us from the jail 
to say that he feared for their lives. 

The new Christians attending the conference were distressed about 
what happened to their friends. Even though he was afraid, one of the 
leaders who attended the meeting said to the group, “The only way to 
stop these things is to stop sharing the gospel, and we can’t do that. I 
won’t let people keep me from doing what God has given me to do.”

After several days of negotiations, the third group was released! The 
lay leader who spoke boldly at the meeting told me of a dream he had in 
which God said, My beloved child, don’t be afraid. They can only touch flesh and 
blood, but you belong to Me. This dream gave him peace.

—D., West Africa

Father, what can mere man do to me when You have my life in Your hands? 
Encourage these believers in West Africa who are being persecuted for their 
faith. Give boldness to Christian leaders so that they will continue to share 
the gospel. Amen.
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