
French 
French is the colonial language in most West African countries. Most people can 
understand French greetings, but it is rarely their first language. 
 
Good morning/Good day. Bonjour. 
 
Good evening. Bonsoir. 
 
How is it going? Comment ça va? 
 
It’s going well. Ça va bien. 
 
And your family? Et votre famille? 
  
And your health? Et votre santé? 
 
Well. Bien. 
 
What is your name? Comment vous vous appellez? 
  
My name is …  Je m’appelle … 
 
Thank you. Merci. 
 
Goodbye. Au revoir. 
 
God bless you. Que Dieu vous benisse. 
Amen    Amen. 
 
Conversation 
 
Bonjour.    Good day. 

Bonjour.    Good day. 

Comment ça va?  How is it going? 
Ça va bien.  It’s going well. 
Et votre famille?  And your family?? 
Bien.  Well. 
Et votre santé?  And your health? 

Bien. Merci.  Well. Thank you. 
Comment vous vous appellez? What is your name? 
Je m’appelle Sedou.  My name is Sedou. 
Merci.  Thank you. 
Au revoir.  Goodbye. 

Au revoir.  Goodbye. 
Que Dieu vous benisse.  God bless you. 

Amen.  Amen. 


